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NEW DELHI, DHNS: HRD
Minister Smriti Irani on Fri-
day sent out a tough mes-
sage to faculties in the IITs,
saying action will be taken
against those who were
slack in their work.

She was addressing students
and faculties of the IIT-Delhiat
an eventorganised on the cam-
pus. “We will disabilitate (sic)
those teachers who do not take
interest in their students,” she
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Perform or perish, Smriti tells faculties of IITs

Minister makes surprise
visit to [IT-Delhi hostel

said, adding that standards of
the premiertechnical institutes
have to be maintained as par-
ents send their wards to study
inIITs with very high hopes.
The minister, however, not-
ed that many of the faculties of
the IITs put extra efforts to help
students lagging in academics.
She described such teachers as
“unsung heroes” and ex-
pressed her deep gratitude to-
wards their efforts and com-

The minister, however,
noted that many of the
faculties of the IiTs put

extra efforts to help
students lagging in
academics

mitments. “You are unsung he-
roes of the Indian education
system. My hearty thanks to
you,”she said.

Smriti told the students
about theIIT council’s decision
to waive the tuition fee of stu-
dents coming from economi-
cally weaker sections and spe-

cial students. She also told the
students about a special
scheme, ‘Udaan’, being imple-
mented by the Central Board
of Secondary Education tosup-
port girls belonging to econom-
ically weaker section in prepa-
ration of Joint Entrance
Examination, conducted intwo
parts for admissions to central-
ly-funded technical institutes,
including IITs.

The minister asked the stu-
dents to bring it to her knowl-
edge if they come across a stu-
dent who could be provided
supportunder ‘Udaan’or other
schemes of the government.

“At the top level, we are try-
ing for innovative strategy to
help students. It is my request
toyouthatif you come to know
about a disabled student or a
girl belonging to an economi-
cally weaker section, do reach
us so that we provide adequate
support to enable them realise
their dream,” she said.

Of the total 300 girls sup-
ported under the ‘Udaan’
scheme last year, as many as
140 cracked the JEE Main, she
said.

A similar programme is be-
ing implemented in Navodaya
Vidyalaya Schools. “We had
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100% results at our Bengaluru
and Pune centres.

Irani, who visited IIT-Delhi
to inaugurate a new teaching-
learning complex built inside,
also made a surprise visit to
hostels.

She observed there was no
adequate facility for the stu-
dents in the summer, prompt-
ing the director of the institute
to commit installation of air
coolers and cool drinking water
facilities in all the hostels. Dur-
ing her interaction with stu-
dents, she asked them to let her
know if they want more facili-
ties in their hostels.
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1 T-Kharagpur students develop driverless shuttles
http://www.bgr.in/news/iit-kharagpur-students-develop-driverless-shuttles/

For travelling inside the vast IIT-Kharagpur campus, its Robotics Research Group has developed a self-driving shuttle

which runs on electricity.

Self-driving shuttles for in-campus travel, designed by a team of students from 1IT-Kharagpur’s Robotics Research Group,
would reduce operating costs by 40 to 60 percent, a statement from the institute said on Friday. Powered by electricity,
Auro Shuttles, launched by Nalin Gupta, Jit Ray Chowdhury and Srinivas Reddy of the Group and Y-Combinator, uses
latest technology to ensure safe navigation even on busy roads. It eliminates the cost of a driver.

“The shuttle can be used 24x7 and in all weather conditions. No special rails or dedicated pathways are required for its
operation. The vehicle is equipped with lasers, camera, radar and GPS. The shuttles rely on a prior 3D map of the
environment. It uses this 3D map to localize itself and interpret road topography,” the statement said.

Passengers can feed in destinations through a touch screen mounted on the vehicle, or through their mobile app. The
underlying software automatically figures out the optimum high-level route to reach the destination safely, the
statement said.
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